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VISION

A future where 
all people have equitable access

to sustainable kidney health

ABOUT ISN



MISSION

BRIDGING
THE GAPS

BUILDING 
CAPACITY

CONNECTING 
COMMUNITIES

of available care through 
advocacy and collaborations 

with our global partners

in healthcare professionals 
via granting programs, 
education and research

to develop a stronger 
understanding of the 

management of kidney disease

ABOUT ISN



THE ISN COMMUNITY

ABOUT ISN

8,000+ members 160+ countries

100+
Affiliated societies

ISN reaches out to tens of thousands 
nephrology-related professionals 

through its partnerships with its 
affiliated societies.

Source: International Society of Nephrology, as of December 31, 2018
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ISN MEMBERS

Professional interest

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES

Members age distribution

37%
40 YEARS OLD 
AND YOUNGER

19%
41-50 YEARS OLD

30%
51-65 YEARS OLD

14%
66+ YEARS OLD

Multiple answers possible

Source: International Society of Nephrology, March 2019



Area of activity
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Student
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Administrator

Allied Health Professional

Other*

ISN MEMBERS

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES

Source: International Society of Nephrology, March 2019

81%
DOCTOR

14%
TRAINEE

3%
RHP non-MD

2%
OTHER

Multiple answers possible

* Allied Health Professional, nurse, dietitian, social worker, pharmacist, technician, industry representative, retired



Iranian Society of Nephrology, 
a successful partner

ISN Membership

51%

2%

25%

3%
1%

5%

7%
4%

MIDDLE EAST ISN MEMBERS Bahrain

Iran

Iraq

Jordan

Kuwait

Lebanon

Oman

Qatar

• The Iranian Society is an ISN Collective Society
• ISN Members from Iran: 240
• Representing 51% of ISN Members in the Middle

East Region
• All Iranian members are able to access to the ISN

Academy and receive KI, KI Reports and KI
supplements
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What’s in ISN for our members?

Science Education Peer-to-peer exchange

ISN’s publications:
• Kidney international (KI)
• KI Supplements
• KI Reports (online only)
• Seminars in Nephrology
• Manuscripts

Contribute to the scientific 
agenda

ISN Academy

Reduced registration fee 
for ISN events: WCN, 
Frontiers & pre-congress 
courses

Training opportunities 
via ISN Programs

Join colleagues from all 
over the world at ISN 
events &create a global 
network

Participate in online 
forums through ISN 
Academy

Access the Members 
Directory

Influence ISN’s future via 
ISN Supporting Groups



ISN ACADEMY: eLearning portal

BUILDING CAPACITY

+7500
pieces of content 

in 2018

8000hrs
7 languages

+60
monthly live webinars in English, 

Spanish, French and Chinese

+30
topic channels available

+40
e-learning programs



Home Page

CHAPTER NAME

•Content updated weekly
•Interactive Renal Pathology Quick Cases weekly
•Webinars: 25-30 live pa (75 on demand)*
•Latest curricula: 25 (+3-6 pa)*
•Meeting webcasts: 1400 (>100h pa)
•Kid Int: video abstracts monthly
•ISN-ACT Trials List monthly

*CME



ISN JOURNALS

Kidney International

Kidney International Supplements

Kidney International Reports (online open access)

BUILDING CAPACITY



Building Capacity through

$13,300,000 invested

in low-and-middle income countries since 2010
801 FELLOWS SINCE 1985

165 TRAINING VISITS SINCE 2009 370 CMEs SINCE 2010

94 GRANTS SINCE 2005

175 sister centers supported
SINCE 2005

36 graduated SINCE 2009



Advancing nephrology through 

the IrSN-ISN partnership



BUILDING CAPACITY IN IRAN 

CHAPTER NAME

1 Sister Centers pair involving an Iranian institution is active in 2019

1 Fellowship training 1 hosted in Iran- HKC

3 Continuing Medical Education meetings supported since 2013

1 Educational Ambassador visit endorsed since 2015

ISN Programs



https://www.theisn.org/in-action/grants/sister-centers/



Sister Renal Centers

1 active link in Iran: SRC Iran - USA12

Hasheminejad Kidney Center (Iran) – Penn State College of Medicine (United States)

Level C (since 2019)

Emerging Center liaison officer: Prof. Shahrzad Ossareh

Supporting Center liaison officer: Dr. Nasrollah Ghahramani

70 active pairs/trios in 2019 

36 graduated pair/trios since 2009

ISN Programs



https://www.theisn.org/in-action/grants/fellowship/



Fellowships 993 Fellowship grants since 1985

1 Fellow currently in training in Iran:

Fellow:Dr. Nargiza Tabarova

Home Country: Tajikistan

Host Mentor: Prof. Shahrzad Ossareh

Host Institution: Hasheminejad Kidney Center

Duration: 12 months

Primary Training Topic: Hemodialysis

ISN Programs



https://www.theisn.org/in-action/grants/continuing-medical-education/



Continuing Medical Education

3 CME meetings in Iran supported since 2013:

ISN Programs

Date City Meeting Speakers Topics

April 2013
Tehran and 

Isfahan
Iranian Society of Nephrology / Alzahra Hospital

Marc De Broe
Mitra Mahdavi-Mazdeh

Shahrzad Ossareh
Antonio Urena Pablo

Mineral metabolism and its complex 
regulation in Chronic Kidney Disease

September 
2015

Mashhad
15th International Congress of Nephrology, 

Dialysis and Transplantation

Fred Finkelstein
Farhad Danesh

Ali Abu-Alfa

AKI, CKD, HD and PD, GN, HTN and 
Vascular disease, Tx, Fluid and 

electrolytes, Genetics in Nephrology

May 2017 Shiraz
16th International Congress of Nephrology, 

Dialysis and Transplantation

Fernando Fervenza
Farhad Danseh

Nilufar Mohebbi

AKI, CKD, HD and PD, GN, HTN and 
Vascular disease, Tx, Fluid and 

electrolytes, Genetics in Nephrology

November
2019

Tabriz
17th International Congress of Nephrology, 

Dialysis and Transplantation
David Harris

Shahrzad Ossareh

AKI, CKD, HD and PD, GN, HTN and 
Vascular disease, Tx, Fluid and 

electrolytes, Genetics in Nephrology



ISN Educational Ambassador Program

CHAPTER NAME

Get hands-on training from hosting an expert on site

The ISN Educational Ambassadors Program offers members 

hands-on, high-quality training from international experts. 

Whether you are a physician, a nurse or a technician, you can 

receive the guidance you need to develop new services to set up 

care, research or screening programs.

Apply all year long

Contact: 

Mara Rodrigues

cme@theisn.org

http://eap.theisn.org

mailto:src@theisn.org


REGIONAL TRAINING CENTERS

ISN Regional Training Centers play 
a key role in ISN’s continuing 
efforts to establish and develop 
nephrology in low- and middle-
income countries.

BUILDING 
CAPACITY









https://www.theisn.org/in-action/research/





SharE-RR project
Towards facilitating the set up of registries globally

• Two posters at WCN 2019
• Paper in preparation
• Advocacy tools in the pipeline
• Exchange of information platform hosted on ISN 

pages: tell us about your country’s registry!

91 responses from 126 registries contacted (72% )
85 completed surveys





LESSONS FROM THE MIDDLE EAST: 
THE IRANIAN RENAL REGISTRIES
Shahrzad Ossareh- M.D. 

Prof. of Medicine- Consultant Nephrologist

Hasheminejad Kidney center- Iran University of Medical Sciences, Tehran

Chair of Middle East Board of ISN
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